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The Korean alphabet *Hangeul’ was created in 1443 by a team of scholars in the royal
research organization named the Jiphyeonjeon, Hall of Worthies, under the direction of King
Sejong of the Joseon Dynasty. In 1446, the first Korean alphabet was proclaimed under the
original name Hunminjeongeum, which literally means ‘the correct sounds for educating
people.” The Hunminjeongeum is a manuscript describing the purpose of creation, principles,
and usage of Hangeul. This document is unique as an explanatory edition for new scripts. The
Hunminjeongeum was registered with UNESCO’s Memory of the World in 1997,
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Koreans once borrowed Chinese characters for use as a writing system, like many other East
Asian countries. The investment involved in learning Chinese characters, or Hanja, made it
difficult for the common people o express their thoughts in writing, and restricted the use of
writing to the upper class. Therefore, King Scjong created Hangeul in order to provide an
easily accessible writing system for the common people and to more cffectively rule the
country by lowering the illiteracy rate.
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Hangeul vowels are based on three shapes “+, —, and |, which represent the sky, carth,

and human, respectively. Different combinations of these three basic shapes gencrate the
Hangeul vowels. The basic consonants are based on the articulatory shapes ol the vocal

organs. Additional strokes or duplication of symbols represent variations ol basic consonant
sounds.
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Vowels and consonants represented by these principles form a very close system,
phonetically and phonologically. Hangeul was created according to the intensive knowledge of
sound patterns and the phonological theories of the scholars who were involved in its
development. 17 consonants and 11 vowels were represented at first, however, o, @, 2. and
* were abolished and only 24 characters are currently in use.

S22 IR M| Of2 Liatel QlofsixiSol ols 1 SAAMD LS, HAN, 28 S5 =
LordD ek RUIAT(UNESCO): 19894 ‘METHY Satal'e MIZIsto! o 98 8YU(EY =17
) 2% S0l Flolct ZNS WS AROIL B0l AINS 8hn QUch B SR0IME 108 09U
TELR XI5 ot 812 AxE 2ixoz 7|Esta Uct,

Hangeul has been recognized by linguists worldwide as a unique, scientific, systematic. and
effective writing system. In 1989, the UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize was created to
honor a person or organization that has contributed greatly to eradication of illiteracy. The
award ceremony takes place every year on the 8th of September (International Literacy Day).

Koreans also observe *Hangeul Day’ on the anniversary of the declaration of Hangeul every
year on the 9th of October.
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There are 40 letters in use today. 19 consonants and 21vowels, as shown in the table below
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There are four different types of Korean syllable structure.
DV (2L vowel) d9]) o}, 2
@ CV (A} + 22 consonant + vowel) ) 7},
@ VC (B2 + X}2 vowel + consonant) o)) ¢k, %

@ CVC (K} + 22 + X} consonant + vowel + consonant) o) 7, &
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Based on the phonetic syllable structures, the special features in writing Hanguel are as follows.
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When writing Hangeul, the letters are not written one after the other in a line like
English or Japanese, but grouped together into syllables.
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There are two different locations for vowels, each requiring different
consonants. The vertical vowels are written with the consonant positionc
left, and the horizontal vowels are written with the consonant positioned
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Consonant location for vertical vowels

ooy, o

— XSS §Z0i| Mot 5h= 228 £
Consonant location for horizontal vowels
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Syllables beginning with a vowel, require that the consonant ‘o’, which has no
sound value in the initial position, be placed in the initial consonant position. as a

‘place holder’.
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Syllables ending with a consonant position the final consonant under the vowel.
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The location of final consonants in syllables with vertical vowels
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The location of consonants in syllables with horizontal vowels
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3'&3 2 EMIR. Read the following words,
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Q-ﬁ-2 M EM|R., Combine the vowels and consonants below.
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